The Brazil-Information newsletter is pub-
lished under the joint responsibility of
three Brazilian organizations: Federation
of Agencies for Social and Educational
Assitance (FASE), the Pastoral Com-
mission for Lands (CPT), and Brazilian
Institute for Social and Economic Stu-
dies (IBASE), the latter of which is
responsible for its actual production.
This issue, Vol I No 1, follows two
previous publications. Fase Informe Nov-
Dec 1981 and Fase Informe Jan-Feb
1982, published by FASE. From this
issue on, the newsletter will be published
simultaneously in French and English,
on a bimonthly basis. We will soon also
be publishing a Portuguese-language edi-
tion for domestic and Latin American
circulation.

FASE is a non-profit organization
with over twenty years of experience
among Brazil’s rural and urban poor.
The CPT was founded in 1976 by a group
of priests and pastoral agents to support
Brazilian farmworkers and samll land-
holders. IBASE was created in Rio de
Janeiro in 1980 with the objectives of
promoting the circulation of basic in-
formation on Brazil and on internation-
al issues, especially among grass-roots
movements and organizations; accompa-
nying the evolution of Brazilian eco-
nomic, political and social develop-
ments; and carrying out analyses and
specific projects in response to the
expressed needs of community, trade
union, church, etc. organizations.

The industrialized countries of the
north maintain a monopoly, and can
impose their own criteria in the hand-
ling and circulation, of informations,
as we all know. On the other hand,
with the consolidation of the military
regimes in Latin America, growing
attention has been given to fundamen-
tal issues of human rights. At the same
time, much less attention has been given
to developments in Brazil during recent
years.

We are convinced, however, that,
especially during this transitional period,
Brazil deserves close and on-going atten-
tion, given the weight and the gravity of
the problems it is confronting. Suffice
it to recall, for exemple, that with the
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world’s sixth largest population, Brazil’s
per capita expenditure on education
places it near the bottom of any interna-
tional ranking; that with the world’s
ninth largest GDP, the richest five per
cent of the population own more than
the poorest fifty per cent; that despite
being the second largest food exporter
in the world, millions of Brazilians live
in absolute poverty and 80 per cent
are under-nourished; that Brazil plays
a key role in the Western world’s financial
system and is a key market for the re-
cycling of petrodollars.

The Brazil-Information newsletter the-
refore contributes to filling a void in
terms on information on the country’s
social, political and economic situation.
Its main audience will be the agencies and
organizations concerned with interna-
tional development, rural and urban trade
unions and information and documenta-
tion centers dealing with Latin America.
Each edition will cover information
gathered from both the “official” and
“alternative” press, from specialized
periodicals and from first-hand studies
and information gathered by the orga-
nizations responsible for its publication.
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CIPEC Quarterly Review

Published by the Intergovernmental Coun-
cil of Copper Exporting Countries, 177,

Avenue du Roule, Neuillysur-Seine,
France.
Development and Peace

A semi-annual journal devoted to econom-
ic, political and social aspects of develop-
ment and international relations. Pub-
lished by the Hungarian Peace Council
and the World Peace Council, Kultura,
H—1389 Budapest, PO Box 149, Hungary.

Economic Quarterly-Wissenschaftliche
Beitrdge

An exchange of ideas on the conomics of
developing countries with economists and
other social scientists in the GDR. Pub-
lished by the Institute for the Economy

of Developing Countries, University of
Economic Science, 1157 Berlin, Hermann-
Duncker Strasse 8, GDR.

IWGIA Newsletter

A quarterly documentation which deals
with the oppression of indigenous peoples.
Published by the International Work
Group for Indigenous Affairs, Fiolstraede
10, DK—1171 Copenhagen K, Denmark.

IPW Forschungshefte

A quarterly on international economics
and politics published by Institut fur In-
ternationale Politik und Wirtschaft der
DDR, 1020 Berlin, Breite Strasse 11, DDR.
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This issue is an updated and revised of is-
sue 4/1977, which appeared under the
same title. It features selected statistic
materials on the development of capitalist
economies and particularly of the major
industrialized capitalist countries, that
is of the USA, Japan, West Germany,
France, Great Britain and Italy, The ta-
bles and lists are based on statistic mate-
rials of international organizations (pri-
marily UN, IMF, OECD) or of statistics
offices in some of the countries as well as
other publications in the field. They refer
in the main to the seventies and in many
cases also contain data for previous years
(from 1950 to 1960).

The tables of the seven sections focus
on the following subjects: some basic
trends in the development of the interna-
tional capitalist economic system; major
structural data as, for example, the Gross
National Product and the crisis cycle; the
process of monopolization; the dynamics
of industrial production and industrial
structure; food situation and agricultural
production; the material and social situa-
tion of workers; and foreign trade rela-
tions of the major capitalist countries.

NPN (Native People’s News)

A quarterly newspaper which tries to pre-
sent indigenous struggles from the per-
spective — and in the words — of their
participants. Published by CIMRA, 218
Liverpool Road, London N.I., England.
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