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worlds largest producer, but production 
has since declined. The producers are 
O'Brien Mine and Andrew Alluvial co­
rundum claims. 

Iron pyrites is mined at the Iron Duke 
mine, owned by Anglo American Cor­
poration, near Mazowe. Output was 
28.8 kt in 1983 and is all for the produc­
tion of sulphur for sulphuric acid. 

Magnesite production of 24 kt in 
1983, is mainly destined for export (22. 7 
kt except for a small amount which is 
used by Sable Chemicals to produce fer­
tilizer. It is mined by Kadoma Magnesite 
at the Barton Farm Magnesite Mine. 
Several other deposits are also known 
(Mat Mine Calac Deposit and Bukwa 
Magnesite). The possibility of pro­
ducing magnesite refactory bricks is be­
ing investigated by the ZMDC and has 
been taken up by the SADCC Mining 
Sector for consideration as a regional 
project. 

Gem stones come from numerous 
small workings and include aquama­
rine, beryl, chrystoberyl, citrine, 
amethyst, garnet, tourmaline, chalce­
dony and emeralds. The only large scale 
production is the Rio Tinto-Zinc 
emerald mine, Sandawana. In 1982 cut 
emerald production was worth 1.64 M 
ZWD. 

Kyanite production stood at 2.2 kt in 
1982. The ZMDC is investigating the 
development of this mineral. It is con­
sumed locally by the ferrochrome 
smelters as a flux and is used for the 
manufacture of fire assay crucibles. 

Limestone. The principal producers 
are Early Worm Mine (high grade), 
Chinhoyi Caves (several dolomite 
mines), Rushinga Dolomite, Sternblick 
(for cement), Cleveland (for cement). 
Pioneer Lime Works (high grade, for 
agriculture). Zisco (high grade, for flux) 
and Falcon Limestone. There are also 
several other known deposits with large 
reserves. In 1983 926 kt of limestone 
were produced, mainly for local con­
sumption by the construction and 
metallurgical industries and for agricul­
ture. 
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Clay production was 63.1 kt in 1983, 
valued at 126 k ZWD. There are two ma­
jor producers: Korbut Mine (for ce­
ment) and the Gwai River Clay deposit 
(for ceramics). 

Firec/ay: 9.3 kt were produced in 1983 
from the clay horizons in the lower Kar­
roo coal measures at Wankie for the 
manufacture of refactory bricks by Clay 
Products Ltd in Bulawayo, mainly for 
the steel industry. 

Mica production started in 1919, 
peaked in the early fifties and was vir­
tually dead by 1960. In 1983 3 t of sheet 
mica and 544 t of scrap mica were pro­
duced, mainly by Turning Point Mine 
owned by Mitmar (Pvt) Ltd. 10 

Production of kaolin in 1983 was 4.5 
kt worth 18 k ZWD, mainly from Tom 
Kaolin Mine and Gwai River Kaolin, for 
the ceramics industry. 

Most of the feldspar production is as 
a byproduct of lithium production at 
Bikita. It is also produced by the 
Mistress Mine near Harare. In 1983 
1 645 t were produced worth 144 k ZWD 
and is mainly used by the glass and ce­
ramics industries. 

Although the total value of industrial 
mineral production is low in com­
parison to the major export minerals, 
they are in some ways more vital to an in­
tegrated resource-based industrial 
development than the export minerals 
which are vertically integrated into the 
industrialized economies. 

Marketing 

The Minerals Marketing Corporation 
of Zimbabwe was set up by the govern­
ment in 1982 to rationalize selling ar­
rangement, remove restraints on the 
minerals trade and to reduce costs to 
producers. It was initially received with 
great foreboding by the industry, 
especially the TNC's. But recently it 
seems to have come to terms with it, par­
ticularly as, in some instances, higher 
prices have been obtained and middle­
men have been eliminated. The Cor­
poration is 100 per cent Zimbabwean 

staffed and the chairman of the board is 
the Permanent Secretary for Mines. In 
1983 it made an operating loss of 207 
484 ZWD, but in 1984 it had a surplus of 
2 096 880 ZWD. Its income is derived 
from commissions on sales. 

Problems facing the 
industry in Zimbabwe 

By far the major problem for the mining 
industry has been and is the constantly 
falling real value of their products, ex­
cept for tin and gold. The real value of 
copper fell by 54 per cent and nickel by 
64 per cent from 1970 to 1983, while that 
of tin rose 37 per cent over the same 
period. The strong US dollar and the 
steady devaluation of the ZWD (58 per 
cent against the USD since 1981) has 
meant that in ZWD terms the pro­
fitability of the mining companies im­
proved somewhat in 1984/85, though 
many still have debt burdens from the 
lean years (1980-1983). 

The next is the soaring energy costs in 
Zimbabwe caused by the 1 G ZWD 
Hwange thermal power project. Elec­
tricity charges have increased three-fold 
since 1980. This has particularly hit the 
mining industry which consumed 45 per 
cent of total power supply by the ESC in 
1982/83, if the ferrochrome producers 
are included (18 per cent). 

As a land-locked country Zimbabwe 
has logistic problems in getting its 
mineral products to the nearest ports. 
These problems have been compounded 
by the security situation in Mozam­
bique. Before the independence of 
Mozambique two-thirds of Zimbabwe's 
exports left via Maputo and Beira. Both 
of these routes are now hazardous, forc­
ing exports to leave via more distant 
South African ports, at that country's 
discretion. 

The replacement of skilled personnel 

has proved to be difficult, but this prob­
lem appears to being overcome on most 
mines and plants, principally by in­
service training. 

An important feature of mining in 
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