


East European production palette and 

vice versa. 

Total European production is declin

ing or levelling off for all minerals. This 

is to be expected considering the long 

waves in mining that are gradually mov

ing the production away from Europe. If 

the total production figure is broken 
down, production in both East and West 

Europe exhibits the same trends. 

West Europe 
There has been a decline in West Euro

pean production of all the metals stud

ied except nickel. The nickel production 

has been kept at a constant level with 

production increases in existing mines. 

Decline has been either continuous or 

only taken place in the last five years 

after a peak in the mid 1980s. 

The USSR and East Europe 
The Soviet Union covers 22 million 

km2 and has the largest surface area of 

Table 1 

all countries. The USSR is the world's 

leading producer of iron ore, lead, 

nickel, manganese and potash. It has a 

strong position in several other non-fuel 

minerals, such as chromite, copper, dia

monds, gold, nickel, the platinum group 

metals and zinc. Nickel is the only 

metal for which Soviet production has 

increased during the 1980s, measured as 

a percentage of the total world produc

tion. 

The geographically much smaller 

countries of East Europe, with an area 

of only 1 million km
2 

have also been

developing important mineral indus

tries. 

While they have less than a third of 

the West European population and cover 

only a quarter of the area of West Eu

rope, they produce 50 per cent more 

chromite and 20 per cent more copper 

than the West European countries. 

Further, the East European countries 

have a bauxite production which is 40 

per cent of the West European produc-

tion. In iron ore, lead and zinc the pro

duction has been declining rapidly, but 

is still around 15 per cent of the West 

European production of these minerals. 

Albania is the fifth largest producer 

of chromite in the world. 

Hungary has since long been an im

portant producer of bauxite at least in a 

European context. 

Poland's mine output of copper is of 

the same magnitude as that of Zaire. 

Bulgaria and Romania also have 

fairly strong mineral industries but they 

are both high cost producers. Lacking a 

sufficient domestic resource base, the 

mining industries of these two countries 

have been stagnant during the last years. 

East Germany and Czechoslovakia 
have mainly been importers of metallic 

minerals. 

On the whole, the East European 

mineral production has been contracting 

more rapidly than that of the West Eu

rope during the 1980s. 

Mine production of selected minerals in Europe 1975 - 1989 
(in per cent of world production) 

1975 1984 1989 

WE EE USSR Tot WE EE USSR Tot WE EE USSR Tot 

Bauxite 10.2 4.7 8.5 23.4 8.0 3.8 7.0 18.8 6.0 2.6 6.6 15.2 

Chromite 2.9 9.4 26.6 38.9 5.1 7.4 30.0 425 4.6 6.9 26.8 38.3 

Copper 4.0 5.0 15.0 24.0 3.9 6.9 14.3 25.1 3.6 4.3 10.9 18.8 

Gold 1.1 0.2 19.6 20.9 1.4 0.2 18.8 20.4 1.0 0.2 15.3 16.5 

Iron ore 13.0 1.1 19.5 33.6 6.5 0.8 28.2 355 4.6 0.7 24.5 29.8 

Lead 12.1 5.9 16.6 34.6 12.6 5.2 17.1 34.9 10.9 1.3 15.1 27.3 

Manganese 0.4 0.9 36.8 38.1 0.5 0.5 43.7 44.7 0.4 0.5 41.2 42.1 

Nickel 2.9 0.0 17.2 20.1 3.3 0.9 23.4 27.6 3.5 0.9 24.7 29.1 

Platinum 0.0 0.0 32.7 32.7 0.0 0.0 27.6 27.6 0.0 0.0 26.6 26.6 

Zinc 13.1 5.4 16.7 35.2 16.7 4.3 14.9 35.9 13.7 2.3 13.4 29.4 

WE= Western Europe (including Yugoslavia, excluding Turkey); EE= Eastern Europe (European CMEA countries, excuding USSR). 

Source: 
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