


etching used· as a symbol by the Raw 
Materials Group - a radical perspective 
on the political economy of resources, 
a perspective "from below", where the 
working man in the mine, in the forest 
or in the field, has a say and where the 
social consequences of decisions from 
the top are clearly spelled out. 

In the first article published by the 
Raw Materials Group in 1971 we chose 
a quotation from the British historian 
J S Bernal as a political guideline for our 
work: 

"Nowhere does the need for such 
a comprehensive view appear more 
clearly than in the use of the natu
ral resources of our planet - rock 
and soil, water, air, and sunshine. 
These are the fields of the earth 
sciences which, though themselves 
engendered by man's experience 
in extracting natural riches have 
reamained until very recently large
ly descriptive and interpretative 
sciences. What has happened has 
been a haphazard and wasteful 
exploitation of mineral wealth, 
coupled with an even more danger
ous interference with soil and ve
getation. Until the present century 
this waste and destruction was 
limited and local. Now the increas
ing scale and power of machinery, 
and the even more rapid increase 
in the utilization of fuels and 
metals, threatens to destroy irre
parably the slowly accumulated 
natural stocks of the whole planet. 

So far, under capitalism, only 
ignorance has served to protect 
them. An earth which is private 

property, divided into spheres of 

interest of monopoly combines, 
whose interest may here dictate the 
wasteful and ruthless extraction 
of a natural resource to make 
quick profits out of low wages, 
and then refuse to develop it at 
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all for fear of increasing supply 
and lowering prices and profits, 
cannot be known scientifically 

or used rationally. Actually, all 
over the so-called free world, 
knowledge of natural resources 
is limited to spotty prospecting 
carried out by companies, and to 
gentlemanly and extremely �rsi
monious official surveys carried out 
by governments deeply concerned 
not to interfere with private inte
rests." (Italics by RMR) 

Bernal JD: Science in history, 
London 1969, pp 829-30. 

Since these lines were written, the pro
cess described by J D Bernal has become 
even more apparent. In two articles in 
this issue Frederick F Clairmonte sums 
up these changes. His articles clearly 
demonstrates the increasing power of 
conglomerate and oligopolistic capita
lism. 

To document the extent of this 
process and its political consequences 
is a major aim of Raw Materials Report. 
Our first study of transnational power 
takes up Japan's leading transnational 
corporation, Mitsui & Co. It is written by 
Tuschyia Takeo of Pacific Asia Resource 
Center in Tokyo. 

However, wasteful military consump
tion of scarce resources and the rapid 
transnationalization process carries within 

itself the seed of its own destruction. 
Popular opposition to the undemo

cratic character of the emerging trans
national world order is rising. In a series 
of articles RMR will document the aims 
of this resistance. The articles on the iron 
ore industry and iron ore mining in 
Sweden are the first examples. 

The post-war process of internatio
nalization, under Anglo-American domi
nance, has also made English the standard 

language for international communica
tions. The dramatic advances in com
minications technology have facilitated 
this process and become the lifeline of 
the TNCs. But these changes have also 
made contacts between progressive 
researchers and institutions easier. 

During the years the Raw Materials 
Group has built an extensive network of 
contacts, a network that was of major 
importance in our decision to launch the 
Raw Materials Report. We are convinced 
that our own publication is just a reflec
tion of an emerging coordinated interna
tional resistance to transnational power. 

We are also convinced that every effort 
to challenge the transnational monopoly 

control of knowledge and information 

is a valuable contribution to the New 
International Information Order demand
ed by the Third World, a demand we fully 
support. 

In this perspective we have formulat
ed our political platform and the aims 
of the magazine: 

• To alert general op1mon world wide
of the economic, political and mili
tary implications of the present strugg
le for raw materials. The main focus
will be on metallic minerals, but we
also cover energy, agricultural and
forest resources.

• To introduce and analyze existing,
viable alternatives to the present
exploitation of world resources by
transnational corporations (TNCs) and
the imperialist states.

• To support the liberation struggle
in the "third world" and the anti
capitalist struggle in the industrializ
ed countries.

These aims do not imply that RMR

has to or will take sides in economic, 
political or military conflicts between 
different states or parties. We are con
vinced that developing the analysis of 
imperialism today will be our best con
tribution to the unity and strength of 
all progressive forces in the world. ■
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