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In this doctoral thesis, the author 
critically investigates the hypothesis, 
that the need for raw materials has been 
one of the reasons behind military in
tervention by the major industrialized 
countries in less developed countries. 

Those less developed countries that 
were involved in armed conflict during 
the period 1951-1977 are examined 
with regard to their positions as raw 
materials suppliers to three major 
powers, viz France, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. The author 
specifically examines fifteen economi
cally and military essential metallic 
minerals, including iron, copper, zinc, 
uranium, lead, tin, nickel, manganese, 
bauxite, tungsten and chromium. In the 
cases of copper, zinc, lead and tin, both 
the ores and the metals are considered. 
In order to demonstrate the exact extent 
to which the findings depend upon the 
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inclusion or exclusion of oil, the 
hypotheses are also tested with the sam
ple of the 15 metallic mineral com
modities alone, and with a sample of 14 
of these commodities plus crude oil. 

By employing various combinations 
of two samples of minerals, two ways of 
measuring a less developed country's 
importance as a supplier, and two lists 
of armed conflicts, this hypothesis is 
subjected to several tests. According to 
the author, all the tests show that the im
portance of a less developed country as 
a supplier of essential minerals to the 
UK and the USA does not affect the 
likelihood of it being a target of military 
intervention, and increased only some
what the likelihood of such an interven
tion in the case of France. This result is 
found to hold true also if one considers 
the subset of countries which belonged 
to the sphere of influence of the major 
power, if on.e only includes only those 
minerals upon which the major power 
was extremely import-dependent, and if 
one substitutes regions for the in
dividual countries. 

Securing resources by force -
the limits of studying military 
intervention 

In the views of the author, the notion 
that securing a stable raw materials 
supply might be an important reason 
for military intervention is a special case 
of a broader hypothesis, according to 
which foreign policy is motivated by 
economic interests. This latter idea lies 
at the core of imperialism theories reviv
ed in the late 60s and during the 70s. The 
theoretical starting-point of the study is 
to restate the propositions of some of 
the so-called "imperialism theorists", in 
this case Harry Magdoff, Gabriel 
Kolko, H Dean and Pierre Jalee, into ex
plicit hypotheses, which may be submit
ted to empirical tests. In order to achieve 
this testability, the author delimits his 
scope to military interventions, a 
demarcation that unfortunately also 
diminishes the value of his findings. 

A characteristic feature of the post-

war period up to 1974 was a tremen
dously increased need for raw-materi
als. The average length of haul in inter
national commodity trade has grown at 
the same pace. Local and national sup
pliers of minerals etc have continuously 
lost their shares of world production to 
regional and later intra- as well as inter
continental sources. This development, 
however, holds primarily true for Japan 
and the countries in Western Europe, 
while the United States and the USSR 
have kept a higher degree of self-suffici
ency. In the case of iron ore, which by far 
is the most important commodity as 
measured by volume in world dry bulk 
trade, the import dependency in the 
European Communities in world dry 
bulk trade, the import dependency in 
the European Communities amounts to 
90 per cent compared to 25 per cent in 
the US. When geographically and polit
ically close supplying countries (e g 
Sweden and Canada) are included, their 
ratio of import dependency declines to 
70 and 10 per cent respectively. At the 
beginning of the 1950s, when the period 
under examination in this study starts, 
the corresponding import-dependency 
of iron ore in Western Europe was lower 
than 10 per cent. Japan, who during her 
industrializing era has been almost 
completely dependent on overseas 
sources of iron ore, increased her im
ports from 5 to 132 Mt per year between 
1955 and 1975. With smaller and larger 
variations, this general tendency holds 
true for almost every commodity of im
portance. 

The r-0le of TN Cs neglected 

The fact that this dramatically changed 
flow of resources has not become a ma
jor source of international military con
fict constitutes an extremely interesting 
and important starting-point for an in
vestigation into the role of raw materials 
supplies in international relations. 

The absence of military interventions 
in foreign countries which are impor
tant as suppliers of raw materials to the 
industrialized countries raises many 
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Republic of China in the world tungsten 

supply. China is relatively less reliant on 

foreign exchange revenues than most 

developing countries, and could become 
involved in a serious conflict with the 

USA. 

Thus, the flow of raw materials from 

the Third world to the industries of the 

Northern hemisphere is not threatened. 

However, this does not imply that raw 

materials are no longer of vital impor

tance to the industrialized countries, 

nor that they are no longer a major 

source for international, regional and 

national conflicts. Perhaps the most im

portant conflict today concerns the 
distribution of revenues from mining 

activities as well as the control of the 

location and management of the dif

ferent stages in the processing of raw 

materials to primary metal or fabricated 

products. 

We can illustrate this proposition by 

referring to the case of Ghana, a coun

try with domestic bauxite resources and 

a huge hydro-electric plant supplying 

cheap energy. These are together ex

cellent conditions for an integrated 

aluminium industry, but, as is well 

known to readers of RMR, the bauxite is 

exported to the UK, whereas its smelter 

in Terna is supplied with alumina pro

cessed from Caribbean bauxite. It was 

until recently impossible for Ghana to 

establish an alumina plant because of 

the reluctance in the managerial boards 

of aluminium TNCs to provide Ghana 

with a potentially completely integrated 

aluminium industry. Now it seems that 

an alumina plant will be built, but not 

by Western TNCs. The necessary tech

nical and financial services will be sup

plied by the USSR, who incidentally it
self is eager to diminish its actual im

port-dependency of bauxite and alu

mina. 

The need for new research 

The role of raw materials in interna

tional relations is too complex and too 

much intertwined with other economic 
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and political considerations to be 

studied through aggregate statistical 

methods. What we need is thorough 
case studies based upon an intimate 

knowledge of all the aspects involved in 
the single case. 

Such case-studies could be based on 

different strategies: 

• The first is to identify those regions,

which are of crucial importance to the

world supply of mineral raw materials.
Some of these are self-evident, namely

Southern Africa, including Zambia and

Zaire, as well as Brazil and Australia,

regions producing a large number of

very important commodities. Individ

ual countries with strategic mineral en

dowments include Chile (copper), Ga

bon (manganese), South Korea (tung

sten) and New Caledonia (Nickel).

• The second strategy would identify

strategic minerals and explore how the

major industrial powers try to secure the
supply of these commodities. Tungsten,

chromium, platinum, manganese, vana

dium, and cobalt immediately suggest
themselves to such studies.

• A third strategy would be to look

closely into those international conflicts

where minerals seemed to play an im

portant role, e g Zaire/Shaba, Namibia,

Chile, Western Sahara, not to mention

South Africa.

• A fourth path to enter may be to con

sider the physical effort to import, let us

say 125 Mt of iron ore annually, and to

pay attention to how such a huge

volume of imports, representing several

daily arrivals of super-large dry bulk

carriers can be achieved without delays

and disturbances. These are but a few of

the many interesting opportunities for

further scrutinization in the field of

economic warfare and preparedness for

mineral provision that still are waiting to

be explored.
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