


an applied development strategy. In con­

clusion, we can no longer be critival of 

the development record and practice of 
the Third World. 

Such a stance is of course impossible, 

not the least from an analytical point of 
view, and the necessity of remaining criti­

cal of repression in whatever shape it ap­
pears must be defended. But, and this 
runs as a red thread through EADis ap­

proach towards dealing with development 
issues; a critical evaluation of develop­
ment issues should be made not in terms 

of preconceived and mutually exclusive 
ideological schemes, but in terms of ba­
lances. 

The welfare state 

A third area which concerns some of the 
authors in this book, is the frequent at­
tacks on the European welfare state. As is 

well known there are uncertainties among 

economists and politicians as to the un­
derlying causes to the present economic 

difficulties of the industrialized countries, 
and consequently, over the remedies 

which could get them back on their feet. 

Rival economic theories are pushed for all 

their worth and established Keynesianism 
is having a hard time. The "neo-conserva­

tives" have been particularly succesful in 

mounting a strong attack on the welfare 

state. This challenge from the right is of 
some concern to EADI. The organization 
has taken upon itself the task of formu­
lating a comprehensive policy package 
that could constitute a viable alternative 
to the conservative attack. 

International demand 

Finally, EADI seems to be quite commit­
ted to the proposals of the Brandt Com­
mission: Europe should take the lead in 
an effort to stimulate international de­
mand by initiating something which can 
be called global Keynesianism - a massive 

transfer of resources from the rich coun­
tries to the Third World - in order to in­
crease the import capacity of developing 

countries. 
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What does EADI stand for? 

Development studies is a research area 
where normative research dominates and 

ideological issues quite often forms the 

starting point for the analysis. As EADI is 

primarily concerned with development 
studies it is only appropriate to ask the 
question; what is the policy profile, or 
the ideological perspective, of EADI on 

development issues? 

On the one hand, EADI is quite busy 
with disassociating itself from the "neo­

conservatives", on the other hand it also 
carefully avoids analytical point of de­
partures that could be labelled Marxist. 
EADI places itself somewhere in the mid­
dle of the right-left scale. The position 

of the organization is formulated in the 
following way by its President, Louis Em­
merij: 

"We must avoid extremes and con­
centrate the debate on the search 

for balance, for example, balance 

between the role of the state and of 
the market, between central plan­
ning and individual initiative, be­

tween growth and redistribution, 

and also between the need for a 
safety net and the danger that such 

a net might be turned into a ham­
mock." 

(EADI. Programme of Work. A Eu­

ropean Perspective on Development 

Studies in the 80s. Tilburg, 1983 :2) 

In conclusion, this is a very "balanced" 
organization, moving freely in the centre 

of the ideological scale. The pragmatic, 
and sometimes vague, approach to vital 
development issues is of course quite con­

venient in some respects. But it probably 
renders it difficult to attack the under­

lying causes of development and underde­
velopment. It therefore remains to be 

seen if work undertaken within the policy 
framework of EADI can result in cha!-

lenging contributions to the study of de­
velopment problems. 
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