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This reader s the first in a series published
by the European Association of Develop-
ment Research and Training Institutes
(EADI). This European organization of
institutes and scholars concerned with de-
velopment studies, was founded in 1975.
EADIs objective is threefold:

Firstly, the promotion of development
research and training activities as ap-
proached through the social sciences and
interdisciplinary studies;

Secondly, to establish and facilitate
working relationships, the exchange of
knowledge, and mutually advantageous
co-operation between development re-
searchers in Europe and counterparts in
the Third World;

Thirdly, the improvement of docu-
mentation and information flows.

To achieve these objectives EADI has
set itself the following tasks:

e to co-ordinate and facilitate informa-
tion flows,
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e to provide institutional support for
projects, seminars, conferences on specif-
ic issues related to development problems,
e to design and elaborate research prog-
rammes and training priorities.

During the first three years of its exist-
ence EADI was mainly concerned with in-
stitution-building and finding effective
ways and means whereby its major tasks
could be fulfilled. Gradually it developed
a network of Working Groups that came
to be the major means of operation of the
organization. To date there are 22 such
groups covering problem areas from ”’Co-
operation in Training” to ”World Trade
and Commodity Policies”.

A particularly significant aspect of
EADI is that among its members we find
individuals and institutes not only from
Western Europe and the Third World, but
also East European scholars and institutes,
which have found it useful to join the or-
ganization.

In 1981 EADI held a General Confer-
ence in Budapest, the central theme was
”Emerging Development Patterns: Euro-
pean Contributions”. The discussions and
papers delivered at the conference con-
centrated on the consequences of the
world economic crisis, especially with re-
spect to the Third World. Prominent par-
ticipants at the conference were Willy
Brandt, Jozsef Bognar, Fransisco Delich
and Amir Jamal. A selection of the papers
presented and the speeches delivered are
published in the book under review.

As it contains 29 contributions cover-
ing well over 500 pages, it is impossible to
go into any details. I shall instead confine
myself to reviewing some problem areas
discussed and to the identification of pri-
ority areas for the future work of EADI
that arose out of these discussions. All in
order to give the interested reader an idea
of the policy considerations underlying
the work of EADI.

The problems discussed

Among the many problem areas that were
discussed 4 can be regarded as quite cen-

tral, as most authors touch upon them in
one way or another: development theory,
development practice, the welfare state
under fire and stimulation of internation-
al demand. I shall briefly touch upon
each of them and try to dlineate the
EADI position within each of these vital
areas.

Development theory

International economic development dur-
ing the last 15 years has raised issues that
challenges the explanatory value of estab-
lished development theory, irrespective of
whether it is located in modernization
theory or in the dependency paradigm.

The ruling orthodoxy has been con-
fronted with three challenges, that are
discussed in the book:

e the new conservative challenge, em-
phasizing the market, containing a nega-
tive attitude to state interventionism etc;
e the views of certain dependentistas
that development assistance has a devas-
tating influence on socio-economic struc-
tures of redeiving national states;

e the challenge from the “environment-
alists” emphasizing factors such as pollu-
tion, small-scale production units, local
self-reliance, etc.

It is made clear in the book that EADI
should examine all of these challenges
and, as far as possible, try to incorporate
them in the existing body of development
theory.

Development practice

The development experience of the Third
World also receives attention. Many fav-
oured countries led by apparently pro-
gressive leaders have not prospered, while
several countries, sometimes with strong-
ly criticized authoritarian regimes, have
advanced in the international hierarchy
and achieved the status of ’newly indus-
trializing countries”’.

According to the “neo-conservative”
attack on established development theo-
ry, it is either inappropriate, or irrelevant,
to discuss socio-political consequences of
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an applied development strategy. In con-
clusion, we can no longer be critival of
the development record and practice of
the Third World.

Such a stance is of course impossible,
not the least from an analytical point of
view, and the necessity of remaining criti-
cal of repression in whatever shape it ap-
pears must be defended. But, and this
runs as a red thread through EADIs ap-
proach towards dealing with development
issues; a critical evaluation of develop-
ment issues should be made not in terms
of preconceived and mutually exclusive
ideological schemes, but in terms of ba-
lances.

The welfare state

A third area which concemns some of the
authors in this book, is the frequent at-
tacks on the European welfare state. As is
well known there are uncertainties among
economists and politicians as to the un-
derlying causes to the present economic
difficulties of the industrialized countries,
and consequently, over the remedies
which could get them back on their feet.
Rival economic theories are pushed for all
their worth and established Keynesianism
is having a hard time. The ’neo-conserva-
tives” have been particularly succesful in
mounting a strong attack on the welfare
state. This challenge from the right is of
some concern to EADI. The organization
has taken upon itself the task of formu-
lating a comprehensive policy package
that could constitute a viable alternative
to the conservative attack.

International demand

Finally, EADI seems to be quite commit-
ted to the proposals of the Brandt Com-
mission: Europe should take the lead in
an effort to stimulate international de-
mand by initiating something which can
be called global Keynesianism — a massive
transfer of resources from the rich coun-
tries to the Third World — in order to in-
crease the import capacity of developing
countries.
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What does EADI stand for?

Development studies is a research area
where normative research dominates and
ideological issues quite often forms the
starting point for the analysis. As EADI is
primarily concerned with development
studies it is only appropriate to ask the
question; what is the policy profile, or
the ideological perspective, of EADI on
development issues?

On the one hand, EADI is quite busy
with disassociating itself from the “neo-
conservatives”, on the other hand it also
carefully avoids analytical point of de-
partures that could be labelled Marxist.
EADI places itself somewhere in the mid-
dle of the right—left scale. The position
of the organization is formulated in the
following way by its President, Louis Em-
merij:

”We must avoid extremes and con-
centrate the debate on the search
for balance, for example, balance
between the role of the state and of
the market, between central plan-
ning and individual initiative, be-
tween growth and redistribution,
and also between the need for a
safety net and the danger that such
a net might be turned into a ham-
mock.”

(EADI. Programme of Work. A Eu-
ropean Perspective on Development
Studies in the 80s. Tilburg, 1983:2)

In conclusion, this is a very “balanced”
organization, moving freely in the centre
of the ideological scale. The pragmatic,
and sometimes vague, approach to vital
development issues is of course quite con-
venient in some respects. But it probably
renders it difficult to attack the under-
lying causes of development and underde-
velopment. It therefore remains to be
seen if work undertaken within the policy
framework of EADI can result in chal-
lenging contributions to the study of de-

velopment problems.
Jerker Carlsson
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