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In terms of reserves, Turkey's min

eral resource potential is consider

able and diverse. Although many of 

the deposits are small by world 

standards, in terms of boron miner

als, celestite, pumice, zeolite and 

marble Turkey has very large re

serves and in the production of boron 

and celestite Turkey is one of the 

leading countries in the world. The 

mining sector also plays a principal 

role in the national economy. 
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The history of mining in Turkey goes back 

to ancient times. Data relating to the oldest 

exploration and use of mines in Anatolia 

dates back to the year 6 000 BC. 

Although mining activity in Anatolia is 

so old, Turkey's present-day mining sector 

was not shaped until 1935. As part of the 

efforts to enhance and reorganise Turkish 

economy during the early phase of the Re

public, a major push was given to the min
ing sector. As a result, two state-owned 

mining companies, the State Mineral Re

search and Exploration Institute (MT A) 

and Etibank, were established. MT A was 

assigned with the task of mineral explora

tion and research while Etibank, with the 

task of developing and operating the coun

try's mineral resources, was to generate 

and distribute electricity and other raw ma

terials that are required by the industry. 

The performance of these tasks eventu

ally became too burdensome for Etibank. 

Therefore in 1955, the Divrigi iron ore 

mines were transferred to a new founda

tion, Turkish Iron and Steel Enterprises 

(TDCI). In 1957 coal production was trans

ferred to the Turkish Coal Enterprises 

(TKI) and 1970, the electricity generating 

and distributing system was shifted to the 

Turkish Electricity Enterprises (TEK). 

History of mining in Anatolia 

The history of mining in our country can be 

traced back to ancient times. Today it is 

commonly known that Hittites and Etis, 

two of the major civilisations which flour

ished in this land, had substantially devel

oped mining and quarrying. Data relating 

to the oldest exploration and use of mines 

in Anatolia dates back to the year 6 000 

BC. There were indications during the 

excavations at Bogazkoy that about 2 000 

years BC, an Egyptian pharaoh had ordered 

iron from the Hittite King. 

Several metals were identified as in use 

during the Copper and Bronze Ages. These 

were gold, silver, copper, lead, tin, zinc, 

mercury and iron. The Eti period, which 

covered the years 2 000 to I 200 BC, 

marked the peak of the Anatolian mining 

advancement. The first ever mining licence 

was granted for the present day 

Gumushacikoy lead deposits in that period. 

It is quite certain that copper mining had 

also been practised in Anatolia which had 

witnessed the transformation from Bronze 

Age to that of Iron. Ergani copper mine 

stands out as the oldest of its kind in the 

world. 

Chronicles reveal that the bulk of silver 

and golden items incorporated into Egyp

tian and old Greek treasures were extracted 

in Anatolia. The golden treasures of Lydian 

king Croesus and Phrygian king Midas 

(I 000-500 BC) have gained fame through 

the ages. 

Although written documents, are 

extremely rare, mining activities have con

tinued unabated in Anatolia during the 

Middle and New Ages. Romans exploited 

meerschaum deposits near Eskisehir in 

Seljuki and Ottoman periods. In addition to 

golden and silver items, extraction of iron 

ore, copper, lead and sulphur had taken 

place. This was indispensable components 

of war efforts. It is known that the Kure 

copper mine was worked during the era of 

Mehmet the Conqueror. Documents show 

that mining had gained attention in various 

parts of Anatolia and later on also gold 

extraction and processing in Ergani and 

copper, lead and silver in Keban. The fa

mous Ottoman traveller Evliya <;elebi, in 

his chronicles, describes the techniques 

used in silver processing in Gumushane. 

Apart from written documents, smelting 

slags scattered about a wide area in Ana

tolia, are evidence of the state of mining 

during and before the Ottoman period. 

In later years, as a consequence of inten

sified contacts with the West, a diversifica

tion took place, particularly in the 19th cen

tury. Production was focused more on 

items like antimony, arsenic, boric acid, 

copper, mercury, zinc, lead, coal and coke, 

lignite, sulphur, magnesite, chromite, mar

ble and emery. 

Although mining activity in Anatolia 

dates back as far as 6000 BC, Turkey's 

present-day mining sector was not shaped 
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