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February 1993 The National Union 

of Mineworkers in South Africa held 

its 11th Central Committee meeting. 

The session was attended by 300 del

egates representing 280 000 union 

members. NUM-president James 

Motlatsi outlined general guidelines 

in his keynote adress. Raw Materials 

Report presents highlights of the 

speech and also presents a summary 

of the Central Committee decisions. 

Both documents were prepared by 

the NUM media department. The 

media department stresses that these 

summaries not are to be regarded as 

the official record of the proceedings. 
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NUM president, 

James Motlatsi 

We have been told endlessly by the press 

and politicians about the collapse of Com

munism and crisis in the former Socialist 

countries. But they never talk about the cri

sis of Capitalism. 

They tell us about difficulties in the 

money markets, about the rise of unem

ployment and the rate of bankruptcies. But 

they never add them up and say the capital

ist system is in a crisis and may never re

cover. The truth is that capitalism is in deep 

trouble. It would be premature to say that 

its condition is critical and that the end is 

near but we must expect a worsening in its 

economic and political relations. 

The disintegration that is taking place 

and which is being reflected in the rise of 

reactionary Nationalism will intensify. The 

crisis of capitalism is like cancer in that 

though it is gradually destroying the living 

tissues it has spells of remission that falsely 

give the impression of recovery. We may 

have more spells of remission but we can 

expect the system to destroy itself, eventu

ally, perhaps through imperialist wars. 

Bankruptcy of apartheid 

capitalism 
Our own country is in deep crisis. It is 

worse than most. The evil spirit of Nation

alism has been fostered here with dire con

sequences. There is economic stagnation. 

The source of new investment has virtual! y 

dried up. The social infrastructure of the 

society is collapsing. Our schools and hos

pitals are falling apart. The crime rate is 

worse than at any time during apartheid. It 

is more dangerous for a black person to 

walk on the street than ever before. We 

have no public morals for people can only 

survive through corruption. 

There is increasing and intensifying 

poverty both in the township and in the ru

ral areas. The rate of unemployment ex

ceeds anything experienced in the West. 

There are in the region of 6,5 million unem

ployed out of an economically active popu

lation little more than 16 million. That 

makes the rate of unemployment amongst 

all ethnic groups to be 32,5 per cent. The 

incidence of unemployment, however, is 

much higher amongst blacks than any other 

group. It would not surprise me if at least 

some of those who have left school but 

have not yet reached the age of retirement 

are unemployed. This is a dreadful indict

ment of South African Capitalist society. 

The rot in capitalism has penetrated so 

deeply that we may never recover until we 

have made fundamental changes in the 

structure of society by placing political 

power in the hands of every person and 

economic power in the hands of workers. 

Strengthening the tripartite 

alliance 
The NUM believes that this Alliance 

should be strengthened as we move to

wards liberation. And it intends to support 

that belief with material support. The ANC 

will require funds in order to fight elections 

against the parties supported by the wealth 

of whites and of the establishment. I would 

like our union to initiate the foundation of 

an Alliance Election Fund and urge other 

unions also to contribute to it, in much the 

same way as British unions support and fi

nance the Labour Party. We should raise 

this proposal with Cosatu as soon as possi

ble. This would make it perfectly clear that 

we see our political future through the ac

tivities of the ANC and the SACP. But, of 

course, we would need to be involved in 

their policy-making processes, as Trade 

Unions in Britain participate in the Labour 

Party, and this might require new constitu

tional provisions. It is vital, however, that 

we ensure the continuity of our political al

lies well into the future by contributing to 

their funds and guaranteeing them our soli

darity. 

Political role of the union 
It should be clear from what I have said that 

I do not believe that NUM or any other 

trade union should act as a political organi-
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mission into conditions in the mining in
dustry: the government has simply failed to 
respond. Meanwhile, in the first 40 days of 

1993 alone, 18 workers have already died 
in accidents in the mining industry. On av
erage, 600 workers die in accidents every 

year, and 10-15 000 are injured. This situa

tion has persisted for years, yet this govern
ment values the lives of mineworkers so lit

tle that they cannot even take a decision to 

investigate the conditions under which this 

happens. 

tions and jobs have been lost. Meanwhile 
Eskom' s energy grid programme is de
signed for high profit margins - but deci

sions do not involve workers. 

This is to be functioning by the Congress in 
1994, to meet the urgent needs of skills de

velopment in our industry. 

The Central Committee resolved that en

ergy workers and affected communities 
must increase the campaign for electricity 

for all, that the installation of such electric
ity must be designed to create maximum 
jobs, that energy workers must be involved 

in the decision-making about meeting the 
energy needs of all our people and that the 

high profits planned from the new grid 
must be used to empower workers and the 
community at large. 

NUM declares 1993 as the year to de

fend jobs and protect standards! 
NUM declares 1993 a year to fight off 

attacks on the poor and the working class! 

NUM declares that 1993 is the year of 
removing the final obstacles to democracy! 

NUM declares that 1993 is the year of 

transfer of power to the people! ■

Worker power in Energy Sector 
In the Energy Sector, we face the contra
diction that many of our people are without 

electricity in their homes, schools and clin
ics, yet Eskom is moth-balling power sta-

The Central Committee set a time frame 
for the establishment of a NUM Workers 

College, as agreed at the Congress in 1991. 

UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM 

Department of Mineral Resources Engineering 

The Department offers a �ide range of courses and research facilities covering all aspects of the Mining Industry. 

Undergraduate Courses: 

BEng in Mining Engineering 

MEng in Mining Engineering 

BEng in Minerals Engineering 

BEng in Environmental Engineering and Resource Management 

Postgraduate Courses: 

3 year full-time course. 

4 year full-time course. 

3 year full-time course. 

3 year full-time course. 

MSc in Mineral Resources Engineering and Management 1 year full-time modular taught course. 

Research Degrees: 

Full-time and part-time facilities are available leading to the degrees of MPhil and PhD in most aspects of the 

minerals industry including; Mine Environmental Engineering, Rock Mechanics, Minerals Surveying, Mining 

Electronic Engineering, Computer-Aided Mine Design, Mineral Processing, Mining Finance, Mine Valuation, 

Mineral Marketing Techniques, Mine Machinery, Applied Geology and Geochemistry. 

Short Courses: 

Short post experience courses are available in a wide range of subject areas including; Mineral Processing, Coal 

Petrology, Strata Control, Mining Electronics, Mine Ventilation, Mine Surveying, Introduction to Mining, 

Mining and the Surface Environment, Mining Finance and Mine Valuation. 
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For further information contact: 

Dr Jan Lowndes 

Department of Mineral Resources Engineering 

University of Nottingham, University Park 

Nottingham NG7 2RD, UK 
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